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SCHOOLS — PARENTING HUBS 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]: On 21 February this year in his Premier’s Statement 

the Premier said — 

We will shortly provide the details of our previously announced plan to co-locate children and family 

services on school and other community sites, particularly in low socioeconomic areas. These centres 

will provide services such as immunisation, child health nurses, occupational and speech therapy, and 

parenting programs in an integrated way, providing local solutions to local problems.  

This is not the first time that the Premier has made such a promise. On 15 December 2010 a front page article 

headed ―Children the winners in State’s mining boom‖ in The West Australian reported — 

The ―social dividend‖ from the State’s mining boom will see schools turned into one-stop parenting 

shops to help WA’s most vulnerable children, Premier Colin Barnett revealed yesterday. 

Schools will get big increases in resources to add nurses and dental clinicians, daycare and kindergarten 

classes for children as young as three to their services. 

… 

―Child health services such as immunisation, child health clinics, GPs visiting school sites. Childcare 

facilities on the school site. 

―Health services for young mothers, parenting services and even justice services. 

… 

Mr Barnett said the next Budget would include money for capital works to begin turning schools into 

parenting hubs. ―This is a prosperous State and people say, where is the social dividend,‖ he said. 

There was no money in the next budget, the 2011–12 budget. It led to an editorial on 10 June, also in The West 

Australian. Headed ―Little trace of plan for early childhood hubs‖ in part it stated —  

Little more than six months ago, Premier Colin Barnett was making much of his intention to ensure the 

wider WA community enjoyed some of the fruits of the State’s mining boom. In an interview with this 

newspaper in December he outlined his plan to make children the big winners as royalty returns rolled 

in from the feverish activity in the resources industry. 

At the centre of Mr Barnett’s promised social dividend was a plan to set up early childhood hubs in 

State primary schools, where a range of services could be provided in one-stop parenting shops.  

… 

Mr Barnett said at the time that money would be set aside in the next State Budget for capital works to 

put the policy into action. 

… 

Certainly, in the State Budget papers last month there was no mention of any money to begin the 

process, despite what amounted to a promise by the Premier in December. 

That was in 2010. Last year I asked a number of questions about this. Just by way of context, I would like to 

refer to a question I asked about the Early Years Collaborative Project Team. According to the answers I got, this 

team reported in August last year. I received the following answer about the work of that team in response to one 

of the questions I had about the issue —  

The Liberal–National government is continuing to focus on progressing more early childhood centres 

on school sites, particularly in geographic areas where more children require early intervention and 

support. The report of the Early Years Collaborative Project Team proposed a draft outcome framework 

to assist and support on-the-ground collaboration between service providers, the community sector and 

other stakeholders in the health, education and care sectors. 

That was in November 2011. That report has not been tabled, although the government received it in August last 

year. The team was made up of a high-powered committee, including a large number of non-government 

organisations, and had the resources of government. It is also more than three years since the 2008 election and 

the teams under the Putting the Public First initiative began their work. It makes me wonder why this project 

team’s report has not been tabled. I hope that when it is tabled, the report will have some substance, but I have 

some reservations. I have a concern that perhaps it will be a rather lightweight document that will be light on 

specific commitment and costings. Although I do not like to be cynical, I say that in the light of some other 

reports that have eventually been tabled since I have been a member of Parliament.  
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I am obviously now waiting to hear whether this latest promise will be honoured. There are naturally not only 

expectations, but, understandably, in the light of what has gone before and the broken promise of December 

2010, there are some concerns about what will happen. One concern I have, which I raised in a question I asked 

today, is that rather than new centres being announced, some existing centres will merely be rebadged. I asked a 

question today about whether the Premier would give an undertaking that the centres that will be announced will 

not include existing centres such as Challis Parenting and Early Learning Centre, Midvale Early Childhood and 

Parenting Centre and Roseworth Primary School. The answer I got was — 

The Liberal–National government will be making an announcement relating to this issue shortly at 

which time more information can be provided. 

I have been waiting a while for that information and I would like to make just a few comments, because I think it 

would be a cynical exercise to re-badge existing centres or to use—I will probably not have a chance to talk 

about this tonight—federally funded centres that are yet to come online as part of that promise. Obviously, the 

Challis and Midvale centres would welcome money. They have been operating for quite some time, without the 

help of government, to provide these services for the early years. I am sure that they would be delighted to 

finally get some assistance. They have needed money and yet they have not gotten money in the past. Challis 

Parenting and Early Learning Centre is an integrated site that provides services such as health and social 

services. In fact, it is often referred to by the government as a model, and it was opened by the Minister for 

Education in 2009. It is a centre desperately in need of expansion and urgent money to upgrade the facility and 

meet demand. In answer to a direct question I asked in estimates in June 2011, I was told that there was no 

money in the 2011–12 budget for any upgrade or assistance for Challis. The centre gets only a 0.5 full-time 

equivalent position from the government and it uses that to pay part of the coordinator’s salary. Challis continues 

to operate with a rearranging of budget funding it receives, in particular from national partnership money and 

donations. It also received a very significant donation from a philanthropic group last year. As I said, the centre 

would welcome money from the state, but it would be highly cynical to suggest that if the government re-badges 

this centre, it is its initiative. As I said last year, Challis had to resort to fundraising and selling the paintings of 

children in the preschool and year 1 to try to raise funds to employ a speech therapist, occupational therapist, 

creche worker and education assistant. I also spoke about this in Parliament. It would really be disgraceful, given 

the failure of the government to fund Challis Parenting and Early Learning Centre since it opened, to try to 

piggyback on that centre. 

There is also the Midvale centre, which this evening I will not have the time to talk about; however, I will talk 

about it in the future, as I will talk about the federally funded centres under Closing the Gap and the early 

learning and care centres, because I am concerned that this new announcement will not be a commitment to new 

centres. I think the general public seems to almost take it for granted that politicians will break promises. There 

are all sorts of promises that Politicians may break and think little of it, but I think that when we are talking 

about promises to children, promises for the early years—for that crucial period when we need to try to ensure 

children get a fair chance to grow up and become the contributing and responsible adults that they need to be—it 

would be a promise, if broken again, too far. 

 


